[Clinical study of a synthetic calcitonin derivative (elcatonin) in patients with metastatic bone tumors].
Forty-three cases of metastatic bone tumor were treated with Elcatonin. The agent was injected intramuscularly to each patient at a dose of 40 units twice daily. Twelve patients (28%) experienced pain relief within 4 days after treatment and after 4 weeks, twenty-eight patients (65%) had palliation of pain. In patients with hypercalcemia (4 cases), a decrease of serum Ca was observed one week after administration of Elcatonin. Improved bone scintigram was observed in 37.5% of cases, and radiographic improvement in 20% of cases. These data indicate that Elcatonin is effective for achieving pain relief and in improving the state of invaded bones when administered in combination with conventional treatment modalities for patients with metastatic bone tumors.